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248,224 U.S.-educated candidates who took the NCLEX-RN 
and NCLEX-PN in 2010. 

 The NCSBN conducts DIF analyses semiannually, cov-
ering all the operational (scored) and pretest (unscored) items 
administered in the past 6 months. The DIF analysis samples 
consist of all U.S.-educated candidates who took the NCLEX-RN 
or NCLEX-PN in the period being analyzed. All items analyzed 
must meet minimum sample size requirements to ensure statisti-
cally stable and practically meaningful results. Based on internal 
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