
Next Generation
NCLEX   NEWS

NGN Case Study and Stand-alone items measure clinical judgment by targeting one or more 
of the steps from Layer 3 of the NCSBN Clinical Judgment Measurement Model (NCJMM). The information 
provided below will assist you in identifying and comparing some of the characteristics of each item type. 

Comparisons

Case Study items (Spring 2020 Newsletter): unfolding case studies of evolving real-world nursing scenarios 
accompanied by different approved NGN item types (Fall 2019 Newsletter).

Stand-alone items (Spring 2021 Newsletter): individual items that present client information accompanied 
by an approved NGN item type that specifically targets one of the important clinical judgment elements of 
the NCJMM. There are also two unique types of Stand-alone items: Bow-tie and Trend Items. These are 

The Next Generation NCLEX® News is a quarterly publication that provides the latest 
information about the research being done to assess upcoming changes to the NCLEX 
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the Next Generation NCLEX (NGN), Case Studies and Stand-alone Items.
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unique because, as single, stand-alone items, they measure more than one element of the NCJMM within 
the single item. Regular stand-alone clinical judgment items can use any of the approved item types and will 
target specific elements of the NCJMM.

The following table presents differences between Case Study and Stand-alone items:
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Case Study Screen | 2 of 6

ANALYZE CUES 

Client Findings 

fever

confusion

body soreness

cough and sputum

shortness of breath

Pneumonia UTI Influenza
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1215:	 Client accompanied to ED by daughter, right-sided ptosis with 
facial drooping noted. Right-sided hemiparesis and expressive 
aphasia present. Daughter reports client recently had an 
influenza infection. Lung sounds are clear, apical pulse is 
irregular. Bowel sounds are active in all 4 quadrants, skin is 
warm and dry. Incontinent of urine 2 times in the ED, daughter 
reports that the client is typically continent of urine. Capillary 
refill sluggish at 3 seconds. Peripheral pulses palpable, 2+.  
Vital signs: T 97.5° F (36.4º C), P 126, RR 18, BP 188/90, pulse  
oximetry reading 90% on room air. Capillary blood glucose 
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NGN Resources 
For more information regarding the NGN project, please visit the NCSBN website and 
our Frequently Asked Questions, which address common questions from candidates and 
educators. The NGN Resources page includes past publications of the NGN News. The 
newsletter is published quarterly and provides the latest information about the work to 
assess potential changes to the NCLEX Examinations. NGN Talks & Videos houses short 
NGN videos on topics related to the NGN. 
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