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The Next Generation NCLEX News is a quarterly publication that provides the latest 
information about ongoing research to assess potential changes to the NCLEX 
Examinations. In this issue, you will find information related to the item prototype 
development for the Next Generation NCLEX (NGN) project. 

The NGN project began with development of an operational definition of nursing clinical judgment 
(CJ), defined as the observed outcome of critical thinking and decision making. It is an iterative process 
that uses nursing knowledge to observe and assess presenting situations, identify a prioritized client 
concern and generate the best possible evidence-based solutions in order to deliver safe client care.

NCSBN brought together experts from measurement, test content and technology fields to imagine 
item prototypes that could potentially measure CJ. This collaboration resulted in research, literature 
review and pilot studies, which helped identify new item prototypes that would focus on various 
aspects of the Clinical Judgment Measurement Model (CJMM). 
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With this knowledge, a team of dedicated nurses began writing item prototypes that mapped to 
the CJMM. These item prototypes that became the initial research focus included: EMR (Extended 
Multiple Response), DD (Extended Drag and Drop), CLOZE, Enhanced HS (Hot Spot), DE (Dynamic 
Exhibit), and CR (Constructed Response). The item prototypes were developed and reviewed by a 
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