




www.ncsbn.org 3

© 2009 NCSBN

Panelist Orientation and Training
Another important element in the standard setting pro-
cess is to ensure that the members of the panel are ad-
equately prepared for the standard setting task. Thus, a 
set of preparatory materials was sent to panelists approxi-
mately two weeks prior to the standard setting workshop. 
The materials included a description of the TOEFL iBT, 
the agenda of the standard setting workshop, the NCLEX-
RN® and NCLEX-PN® test plans, and a preworkshop 
homework assignment. Panelists were asked to read the 
materials and complete the homework assignment prior 
to attending the standard setting workshop. The home-
work was divided into four sections with each addressing a 
different language skill measured by TOEFL iBT: reading, 
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Table 2. TOEFL iBT Score Scale

Skill Score range Level
Reading 0-30 Low (0-14)

Intermediate (15-21)

High (22-30)

Listening 0-30 Low (0-14)

Intermediate (15-21)

High (22-30)

Speaking 0-4 points converted to 0-30 score scale Weak (0-9)

Limited (10-17)

Fair (18-25)

Good (26-30)

Writing 0-5 points converted to 0-30 score scale Limited (0-16)

Fair (17-23)

Good (24-30)

Table 3. Summary of Panel rNs, clinica1 laboratory scientists (medica1 technologists), speech language pathologists, audiologists and physician assistants8926
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