Detecting Medication Order
Discrepancies In Nursing Homes:
How RNs and LPNs Differ
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Medication order discrepancies pose safety riske. hen nyrsing home residents transition Bat een health care settings. In

n\rsing homes, both registered n\rses (RNs) and licensed practical n\rses (LPNs) freq\‘ently are assigned to detect medica-

tion order discrepancies, \;sing the process of medication reconciliation. This st\,@

as u‘ndertaken to e~ amine the etent to

" hich licensyre (RN, LPN), ears of e-perience performing medication reconciliation, and the percei_ed Need for Clos\re
“s ere related to differences in the detection of medication order discrepancies.The M ltiple Segment Factorial Vignette design
"5 as\sed to e-plore and compare n\rsing home n\rses’ detection of s\ch discrepancies. RNs ¢ =32) and LPNs 4 =70) from

12 Misso\ri n\rsing homes responded to for resident transfer _ignettes embeddéd. ith medication order discrepancies.

The st d,, foy,nd that years of e~perience and the Need for Clos\Tfa. ere not related to reports of discrepancies. Ha e_er,

RNs detected discrepancies in_ol_ing orders for high-risk medications significantl  more often than LPNs. No significant dif-
ferences e-isted Bet een RNs and LPNs. hen identif ing discrepancies in orders foria -risk medications. These findings
regarding the discrepancies detected in orders for high-risk medications and those detected in orders forla -risk medications

ha_e implications for resident safety.
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FIGURE 1

Sample of Resident Transfer Vignette

Prior Setting

Mrs. Aiis a 76- ear-old omdn. Fa asli_ingathorie ith
her hysbafid "hen she fell and s\ stained a fract\red left hip.
Mrs. A's medical histor, inclx‘des heart failu‘re, h poth _roid-
ism, h _pertension, diabetes, high cholesterol le_els, and de-
pression. Mrs"A. as taking the folla ing medications at
home:

Nor_asc (amlodipine) 5 mg dail, by moyth

Aspirin 81 mg dail b moyth

Apresoline (h _dralazine) 26 mgt ice dail b moyth
Gl\,cophage (metformin) 500 mgt ice daily by moyth
Lantys (ins\lin) 20 \ nits dail  s\\bcytaneoy sl

S, nthroid (le_oth, ro-ine) 125 mcg daiIy by moth
Lasi-(fi,rosemide) 40 mg dail, by moyth

K-Lor (potassiyym) 20 mEq dai( b, moyth

Zocor (sim_astatin) 20 mg at bedtime b, moyth

Zoloft (sertraline) 100 mg daily b‘, moyt

Hospital Information

Mrs”A. as admitted to the hospital and \\ndar ent a s\ rgi-
cal repair of her fractired left hip. SAie.  as hospitalized for 5
da sandisTe read, fortransferto the n\rsing home. Ac-
cording to the hospital medication administration record,
Mrs A as taking the folla ing medications at the time of
hospital discharge:

Nor_asc (amlodipine) 5 mg daily b,,

Aspirin 81 mg dail b mo\th

Apresoline (h _dralazine) 26 mgst ice dail b moyth

Lant\s (insu‘lin) 20 nits dail  s\\bcytaneo\ sl

Gl,cophage (metformin) SOdm ice dail, {), moth

S, nthroid (le_oth, ro-ine) 125 mcg dail, b‘, moyth

Lasi(fi,rosemide) 40 mg dail, by moyth

K-Lor (potassiyym) 20 mEq dai( b, moyth

Lo_eno.£(enoaparin injection{S({mg e,er,, 12 hoyrs

s\ bctaneoy sl

Zocor (sim_astatin) 20 mg at bedtime b,  moyth

e Morphine IV PRN for pain 2 mg e,ery 4'hoyrs as needed
for pain

e Doc\sate-S 1 tablet daily by moyth

mou‘th

Nursing Home Transfer Information

Mrs. AhasTia been transferred to the nirsing home. Her
n\rsing home transfer record incl\des the folla ing medica-
tion orders:

Nor_asc (amlodipine) 5 mg dail b mo\th
Apresoline (h _dralazine) 256 mgt ice dail b moyth
Lantis (ins\lin) 20 \nits dail s\ bcytaneoi sl

S, nthroid (le_oth, ro-ine) 125 mcg b, moyth
Lasi=(fi,rosemide) 40 mg dail, by moyth

K-Lor (potassiu‘m) 20 mEq dai( b, moyth
Comadifs( arfarin) 2.6 mg dail, by moth

Zocor (sim_astatin) 20 mg dail, Ig, moyth

Zoloft (sertraline) 100 mg dail, ‘b 'mo\th

Metam\cil (psyllu'm) 1 tablespoon dally (fa. ater) by
moyth

e Ultram (tramadol) 50 mg e,ery 6 hoyrs by moyth as
needed for pain

Segment 1

The hospital medication administration record indicates Mrs.
A had been taking Gl\,cophage 500 mgt ice daily in the
hospital.

Y R ypay N A g Caaaifa_eg-e
Rpa- €4 €& . [ai na | €

A. Do o\ think a medication order discrepanc,, is present at
transfer?

Yes No

B.Ra confidentare, o\ inym'r response?

4
Not confident Some hat Completel,
at all confident confident
1 2 3 4 5

C.Wo\ld o\ seek additional information to resol_e the dis-
crepanc, ?

Yes No

Segment 2
The nyrsing home transfer orders indicate Mrs. A has a med-

ication order for Metam\cil (ps,Iliym) dail

b4 4

Y I VR N S PR S TRPR PRI R Y P
e ®a4i & |aiena , €
A. Do o\ think a medication order discrepancy is present at

transfer?

Yes No _

B.Ho confident are yON in yONT response?

Not confident Some hat Completel,
at all confident confident
1 2 3 4 5

C.Wo\ld o\, seek additional information to resol_e the dis-
crepanc, ?

Yes No
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